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White Mughals is the romantic and ultimately tragic tale of a passionate love affair that crossed and
transcended all the cultural, religious and political boundaries of its time.

James Achilles Kirkpatrick was the British Resident at the court of the Nizam of Hyderabad when in 1798 he
glimpsed Kahir un-Nissa—'Most excellent among Women'—the great-niece of the Nizam's Prime Minister
and a descendant of the Prophet. Kirkpatrick had gone out to India as an ambitious soldier in the army of the
East India Company, eager to make his name in the conquest and subjection of the subcontinent. Instead, he
fell in love with Khair and overcame many obstacles to marry her—not least of which was the fact that she
was locked away in purdah and engaged to a local nobleman. Eventually, while remaining Resident,
Kirkpatrick converted to Islam, and according to Indian sources even became a double-agent working for the
Hyderabadis against the East India Company.

It is a remarkable story, involving secret assignations, court intrigue, harem politics, religious and family
disputes. But such things were not unknown; from the early sixteenth century, when the Inquisition banned
the Portuguese in Goa from wearing the dhoti, to the eve of the Indian mutiny, the 'white Mughals' who wore
local dress and adopted Indian ways were a source of embarrassments to successive colonial administrations.
William Dalrymple unearths such colourful figures as 'Hindoo Stuart', who travelled with his own team of
Brahmins to maintain his temple of idols, and who spent many years trying to persuade the memsahibs of
Calcutta to adopt the sari; and Sir David Ochterlony, Kirkpatrick's counterpart in Delhi, who took all thirteen
of his wives out for evening promenades, each on the back of their own elephant.

In White Mughals, William Dalrymple discovers a world almost entirely unexplored by history, and places
at its centre a compelling tale of love, seduction and betrayal. It possesses all the sweep and resonance of a
great nineteenth-century novel, set against a background of shifting alliances and the manoeuvring of the
great powers, the mercantile ambitions of the British and the imperial dreams of Napoleon. White Mughals,
the product of five years' writing and research, triumphantly confirms Dalrymple's reputation as one of the
finest writers at work today.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Wood:

In other case, little individuals like to read book White Mughals: Love and Betrayal in Eighteenth-Century
India. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a book White Mughals: Love and Betrayal in Eighteenth-Century India. You can add information
and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet system.
It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Alan Fan:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The White Mughals: Love and Betrayal in
Eighteenth-Century India is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Carol Elliott:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book
that need more time to be read. White Mughals: Love and Betrayal in Eighteenth-Century India can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Craig Chivers:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. With the book White Mughals: Love and Betrayal in Eighteenth-Century India we can take more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book White
Mughals: Love and Betrayal in Eighteenth-Century India. You can more appealing than now.
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