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"Of dl the grifters, the confidence man is the aristocrat, " wrote David Maurer, a proposition he definitively
proved in The Big Con, one of the most colorful, well-researched, and entertaining works of criminology,
ever written. A professor of linguistics who specialized in underworld argot. Maurer won the trust of
hundreds of swindlers who let him in on not simply their language, but their folkways and the astonishingly
complex and elaborate schemes whereby unsuspecting marks, hooked by their own greed and dishonesty,
were "taken off" -- i.e., cheated -- of thousands upon thousands of dollars. The products of amazing
ingenuity, crack timing, and attention to every last detail, these "big cons’ richly deserve Maurer's
description as "the most effective swindling device which man has ever invented.”

The Big Con isatreasure trove of American lingo (the write, the rag, the payoff, ropers, shills, the cold poke,
the convincer, to put on the send) and indelible characters (Y ellow Kid Weil, Barney the Patch, the Seldom
Seen Kid, Limehouse Chappie, Larry the Lug). It served as a source for the Oscar-winning film The Sting
and will delight fans of such writers as David Mamet, Jim Thompson, EImore Leonard, and William
Burroughs for itsdroll, utterly authoritative look at the timeless pursuit of relieving one's fellow man of his
surplus cash.
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From reader reviews:
John Ashcr aft:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Big Con: The Story of the Confidence Man.

Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how isimportant the
book The Big Con: The Story of the Confidence Man. Y ou can add understanding and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From
your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing
it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open abook or perhaps searching by internet system. It is
called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Joseph Russell:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important normally. The book The Big Con: The Story of the Confidence
Man has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book The Big Con: The Story of the Confidence Man is not
only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend
your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book The Big Con: The Story
of the Confidence Man. Y ou never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Ella Straw:

The fedling that you get from The Big Con: The Story of the Confidence Man will be the more deep you
searching the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but The Big Con: The Story of the Confidence Man giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific The Big Con: The Story of
the Confidence Man instantly.

Haley Thacker:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This The Big Con: The Story of the
Confidence Man is ssmple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read
it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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