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Normalizing the Balkans argues that, following the historical patterns of colonial psychoanalysis and
psychiatry in British India and French Africa as well as Nazi psychoanalysis and psychiatry, the
psychoanalysis and psychiatry of the Balkans during the 1990s deployed the language of psychic normality
to represent the space of the Other as insane geography and to justify its military, or its symbolic, takeover.
Freud's self-analysis, influenced by his journeys through the Balkans, was a harbinger of orientalism as
articulated by Said. However, whereas Said intended Orientalism to be a critique of the historical
construction of the Orient by, and in relation to, the West, for Freud it constituted a medical and psychic
truth. Freudâ€™s self-orientalization became the structural foundation of psychoanalytic language, which
had tragic consequences in the Balkans when a demonic conjunction developed between the ingrained self-
orientalizing structure of psychoanalysis and the Balkans' own propensity for self-orientalization. In the
1990s, in the ex-Yugoslav cultural space, psychoanalytic language was used by the Serb psychiatrist-
politicians Drs. RaÅ¡kovic and KaradÅ¾ic as conceptual justification for inter-ethnic violence. Kristeva's
discourse on abject geography and Å½iÅ¾ek's conceptualization of the Balkans as the Real have done
violence to the region in an intellectual register on behalf of universal subjectivity. Following Gramsciâ€™s
and Saidâ€™s 'discourse-geography' Bjelic transmutes the psychoanalytic topos of the â€œimaginary
geographyâ€• of the Balkans into the geopolitics inherent in psychoanalytic language itself, and takes to task
the practices of normalization that underpin the Balkansâ€™ politics of madness.
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From reader reviews:

Marina Rutt:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just
their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Normalizing the Balkans: Geopolitics
of Psychoanalysis and Psychiatry to read.

Kathleen Edwards:

Here thing why this kind of Normalizing the Balkans: Geopolitics of Psychoanalysis and Psychiatry are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content from it
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Normalizing the Balkans: Geopolitics of Psychoanalysis and
Psychiatry giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is
no reserve that similar with Normalizing the Balkans: Geopolitics of Psychoanalysis and Psychiatry. It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which
is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even
in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of Normalizing the Balkans: Geopolitics of Psychoanalysis and Psychiatry in e-book can be your
alternative.

Alissa Sowell:

You could spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Normalizing the Balkans: Geopolitics of
Psychoanalysis and Psychiatry is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Donna Canales:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Normalizing the Balkans: Geopolitics of
Psychoanalysis and Psychiatry can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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