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In her new book, Carolyn Abbate considers the nature of operatic performance and the acoustic images of
performance present in operas from Monteverdi to Ravel. Paying tribute to music's realization by musicians
and singers, she argues that operatic works are indelibly bound to the contingency of live singing, playing,
and staging. She seeks a middle ground between operas as abstractions and performance as the phenomenon
that brings opera into being.

Weaving between opera's "facts of life" and a series of works including The Magic Flute, Parsifal, and
Pelléas, Abbate explores a spectrum of attitudes towards musical performance, which range from euphoric
visions of singers as creators to uncanny images of musicians as lifeless objects that have been resuscitated
by scripts. In doing so, she touches upon several critical issues: the Wagner problem; coloratura, virtuosity,
and their critics; the implications of disembodied voice in opera and film; mechanical music; the mortality of
musical sound; and opera's predilection for scenes positing mysterious unheard music. An intersection
between transcendence and intense physical grounding, she asserts, is a quintessential element of the genre,
one source of the rapture that operas and their singers can engender in listeners.

In Search of Opera mediates between an experience of opera that can be passionate and intuitive, and an
intellectual engagement with opera as a complicated aesthetic phenomenon. Marrying philosophical
speculation to historical detail, Abbate contemplates a central dilemma: the ineffability of music and the
diverse means by which a fugitive art is best expressed in words. All serious devotees of opera will want to
read this imaginative book by s music-critical virtuoso.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Gaines:

The e-book untitled In Search of Opera is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality
of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of In Search
of Opera from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Glenn Flinchum:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping In Search of Opera that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you may pick In Search of Opera become your starter.

Lee Erbe:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer can be In Search of Opera why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic
as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Carol Benally:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of In Search of Opera can give you a lot of good friends
because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly
your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? Let us have In Search of Opera.
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