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The long-awaited memoir by “the most prolific and popular of all contemporary composers” (New
York Times).

A world-renowned composer of symphonies, operas, and film scores, Philip Glass has, almost single-
handedly, crafted the dominant sound of late-twentieth-century classical music. Yet here in Words Without
Music, he creates an entirely new and unexpected voice, that of a born storyteller and an acutely insightful
chronicler, whose behind-the-scenes recollections allow readers to experience those moments of creative
fusion when life so magically merged with art.

"If you go to New York City to study music, you'll end up like your uncle Henry," Glass's mother warned her
incautious and curious nineteen-year-old son. It was the early summer of 1956, and Ida Glass was concerned
that her precocious Philip, already a graduate of the University of Chicago, would end up an itinerant
musician, playing in vaudeville houses and dance halls all over the country, just like his cigar-smoking,
bantamweight uncle. One could hardly blame Mrs. Glass for worrying that her teenage son would end up as
a musical vagabond after initially failing to get into Juilliard. Yet, the transformation of a young man from
budding musical prodigy to world-renowned composer is the story of this commanding memoir.

From his childhood in post–World War II Baltimore to his student days in Chicago, at Juilliard, and his first
journey to Paris, where he studied under the formidable Nadia Boulanger, Glass movingly recalls his early
mentors, while reconstructing the places that helped shape his artistic consciousness. From a life-changing
trip to India, where he met with gurus and first learned of Gandhi’s Salt March, to the gritty streets of New
York in the 1970s, where the composer returned, working day jobs as a furniture mover, cabbie, and an
unlicensed plumber, Glass leads the life of a Parisian bohemian artist, only now transported to late-
twentieth-century America.

Yet even after Glass’s talent was first widely recognized with the sensational premiere of Einstein on the
Beach in 1976, even after he stopped renewing his hack license and gained international recognition for
operatic works like Satyagraha, Orphée, and Akhnaten, the son of a Baltimore record store owner never
abandoned his earliest universal ideals throughout his memorable collaborations with Allen Ginsberg, Ravi
Shankar, Robert Wilson, Doris Lessing, Martin Scorsese, and many others, all of the highest artistic order.

Few major composers are celebrated as writers, but Philip Glass, in this loving and slyly humorous
autobiography, breaks across genres and re-creates, here in words, the thrill that results from artistic creation.
Words Without Music ultimately affirms the power of music to change the world.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Bass:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this Words Without Music: A Memoir, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Francis Gibbs:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Words Without Music: A Memoir can be fine book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Eric Green:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Words Without Music: A Memoir can be the
answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading
in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Ronald Peyton:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just looking for the Words Without Music: A Memoir when you necessary it?
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