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"Out of the crooked timber of humanity, no straight thing was ever made."--Immanuel Kant

Isaiah Berlin was one of the most important philosophers of the twentieth century--an activist of the intellect
who marshaled vast erudition and eloquence in defense of the endangered values of individual liberty and
moral and political plurality. In The Crooked Timber of Humanity he exposes the links between the ideas of
the past and the social and political cataclysms of our own time: between the Platonic belief in absolute truth
and the lure of authoritarianism; between the eighteenth-century reactionary ideologue Joseph de Maistre and
twentieth-century Fascism; between the romanticism of Schiller and Byron and the militant--and sometimes
genocidal--nationalism that convulses the modern world.

This new edition features a revised text that supplants all previous versions, a new foreword in which award-
winning novelist John Banville discusses Berlin's life and ideas, particularly his defense of pluralism, and a
substantial new appendix that provides rich context, including letters by Berlin and previously uncollected
writings, most notably his virtuoso review of Bertrand Russell's A History of Western Philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Flynn:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Crooked Timber of Humanity: Chapters in the History of
Ideas, Second edition. Try to face the book The Crooked Timber of Humanity: Chapters in the History of
Ideas, Second edition as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Sheila Cyr:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book The Crooked Timber of
Humanity: Chapters in the History of Ideas, Second edition. All type of book would you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Mark Sawyers:

Typically the book The Crooked Timber of Humanity: Chapters in the History of Ideas, Second edition has a
lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored
by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

William Tietjen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The Crooked
Timber of Humanity: Chapters in the History of Ideas, Second edition.
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