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Examples, crucial links between discourse and society's view of reality, have until now been largely
neglected in literary criticism. In the first book-length study of the rhetoric of example, John Lyons situates
this figure by comparing it with more frequently studied tropes such as metaphor and synecdoche, discusses
meanings of the terms example and exemplum, and proposes a set of descriptive concepts for the study of
example in early modern literature. Tracing its paradoxical nature back to Aristotle's Rhetoric, Lyons shows
how exemplary rhetoric is caught between often competing aims of persuasive general statement and
accurate representation. In French and Italian texts of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries this dual task
was rendered still more challenging by a transition to new sources of examples as the age of discovery
brought increased emphasis on observation. The writers of this period were aware of a crisis in exemplary
rhetoric, a situation in which serious questions were raised about how authors and audience would find a
common ground in interpreting representative instances. Lyons's focus on the strategy of example leads to
new readings of six major writers--Machiavelli, Marguerite de Navarre, Montaigne, Pascal, Descartes, and
Marie de Lafayette.

Originally published in 1990.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brill:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Exemplum: The Rhetoric of Example in Early Modern France and
Italy (Princeton Legacy Library).

Patricia Mattox:

The guide with title Exemplum: The Rhetoric of Example in Early Modern France and Italy (Princeton
Legacy Library) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this
book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Mae Bushee:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is
look different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you
read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Exemplum: The Rhetoric of Example in
Early Modern France and Italy (Princeton Legacy Library) it is very good to read. There are a lot of those
who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

William Kavanaugh:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Exemplum: The Rhetoric of Example in Early
Modern France and Italy (Princeton Legacy Library) was bright colored and of course has pictures on there.
As we know that book Exemplum: The Rhetoric of Example in Early Modern France and Italy (Princeton
Legacy Library) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading that will.
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