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The Berlin Wall was the symbol of the Cold War. For the first time, this path-breaking book tells the behind-
the-scenes story of the communists' decision to build the Wall in 1961. Hope Harrison's use of archival
sources from the former East German and Soviet regimes is unrivalled, and from these sources she builds a
highly original and provocative argument: the East Germans pushed the reluctant Soviets into building the
Berlin Wall.

This fascinating work portrays the different approaches favored by the East Germans and the Soviets to stop
the exodus of refugees to West Germany. In the wake of Stalin's death in 1953, the Soviets refused the East
German request to close their border to West Berlin. The Kremlin rulers told the hard-line East German
leaders to solve their refugee problem not by closing the border, but by alleviating their domestic and foreign
problems. The book describes how, over the next seven years, the East German regime managed to resist
Soviet pressures for liberalization and instead pressured the Soviets into allowing them to build the Berlin
Wall. Driving the Soviets Up the Wall forces us to view this critical juncture in the Cold War in a different
light. Harrison's work makes us rethink the nature of relations between countries of the Soviet bloc even at
the height of the Cold War, while also contributing to ongoing debates over the capacity of weaker states to
influence their stronger allies.
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From reader reviews:

Orlando Bush:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Driving the Soviets up the Wall:
Soviet-East German Relations, 1953-1961 (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics). All type
of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Nola Schroeder:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the
crowded place and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the
item for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to
endure than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of
Driving the Soviets up the Wall: Soviet-East German Relations, 1953-1961 (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics) book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Dawn Nelson:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Driving the Soviets up the Wall:
Soviet-East German Relations, 1953-1961 (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) book
because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

John Negron:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Driving the Soviets up the Wall: Soviet-East German Relations, 1953-1961 (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
previous to. The Driving the Soviets up the Wall: Soviet-East German Relations, 1953-1961 (Princeton
Studies in International History and Politics) giving you another experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing



pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning
a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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