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Xerxes, Great King of the Persian Empire from 486–465 B.C., has gone down in history as an angry tyrant
full of insane ambition. The stand of Leonidas and the 300 against his army at Thermopylae is a byword for
courage, while the failure of Xerxes’ expedition has overshadowed all the other achievements of his twenty-
two-year reign.
 
In this lively and comprehensive new biography, Richard Stoneman shows how Xerxes, despite sympathetic
treatment by the contemporary Greek writers Aeschylus and Herodotus, had his reputation destroyed by later
Greek writers and by the propaganda of Alexander the Great. Stoneman draws on the latest research in
Achaemenid studies and archaeology to present the ruler from the Persian perspective. This illuminating
volume does not whitewash Xerxes’ failings but sets against them such triumphs as the architectural splendor
of Persepolis and a consideration of Xerxes’ religious commitments. What emerges is a nuanced portrait of a
man who ruled a vast and multicultural empire which the Greek communities of the West saw as the
antithesis of their own values.
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From reader reviews:

James Brown:

This book untitled Xerxes: A Persian Life to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book
in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to
you to past this publication from your list.

Christine Emmons:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Xerxes: A Persian Life why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content
is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.

Christopher Wilkerson:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Xerxes: A Persian Life can be the response, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Kyle Reese:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book Xerxes: A Persian Life was filled regarding science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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