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Political scandals have become a pervasive feature of many societies today. From Profumo to the cash-for-
questions scandal, from Watergate to the Clinton-Lewinsky affair, scandals have come to play a central role
in politics and in the shaping of public debate. What are the characteristics of political scandals and why
have they come to assume such prominence today? What are the social and political consequences of the
preoccupation with political scandal in the public domain?

In this major new book Thompson develops a systematic and wide-ranging analysis of the phenomenon of
political scandal. He shows that the rise of political scandal is linked to the changes brought about by the
development of communication media, which have transformed the nature of visibility and altered the
relations between public and private life. He analyses the characteristics of scandals as mediated events and
he explains why mediated scandals in the political field have become increasingly prevalent in recent years.

Distinguishing between three basic types of political scandal, Thompson reconstructs the development of sex
scandals, financial scandals and what he calls 'power scandals' in Britain and the United States, showing how
scandals unfold and how they form part of distinctive political cultures of scandal. In the final chapter,
Thompson develops an original theoretical account of political scandal and its consequences which
highlights the connections between scandal, reputation and trust.

This book is a path-breaking analysis of a troubling phenomenon which has become a central feature of
public life in our societies today. It will be of great interest to students of sociology, politics, and media and
cultural studies. It will also appeal to a wider readership interested in social and political issues.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Roper:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Political Scandal: Power and Visability in the Media Age.

William Kirby:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for us. The book Political Scandal: Power and Visability in the Media Age
ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Political Scandal: Power and Visability in the Media Age
is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book
Political Scandal: Power and Visability in the Media Age. You never experience lose out for everything if
you read some books.

Sheri Williams:

The actual book Political Scandal: Power and Visability in the Media Age has a lot details on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Heather Garcia:

Precisely why? Because this Political Scandal: Power and Visability in the Media Age is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.
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