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Andrea Goulet takes the study of the novel into the realm of the visual by situating it in the context of
nineteenth-century scientific and philosophical discourse about the nature of sight. She argues that French
realism, detective fiction, science fiction, and literature of the fantastic from 1830 to 1910 reflected
competition between two modern visual modes: a not-yet-outdated idealism and an empiricism that located
truth in the body. More specifically, the book argues that key narrative forms of the nineteenth century were
shaped by a set of scientific debates: between idealism and materialism in Honoré Balzac's Comédie
humaine, between deduction and induction in early French detective fiction, and between objective vision
and subjective vision in the "optogram" fictions of Jules Verne and others.

Goulet aims to revise critical views on the modern novel in a number of ways. For instance, although many
literary studies focus on the impact of cinema, photography, and painting, Optiques asserts the materialist
bases of realism by establishing a genealogy of popular fictional genres as fundamentally optical, that is, as
articulated according to bodily notions of sight.

With its chronological and interdisciplinary scope, Optiques stands to contribute an important chapter to the
study of literary modernity in its scientific context.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Hand:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Optiques: The Science of
the Eye and the Birth of Modern French Fiction (Critical Authors and Issues) will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that
will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought
like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Bill Bobby:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and important the book Optiques: The Science of the Eye and the
Birth of Modern French Fiction (Critical Authors and Issues). All type of book are you able to see on many
options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Juan Jensen:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Optiques: The Science of the Eye and the Birth of Modern French Fiction (Critical
Authors and Issues) this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this
book suitable all of you.

Ronald Malone:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list will be Optiques: The Science of the Eye and the Birth of Modern
French Fiction (Critical Authors and Issues). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can
get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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