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In 1971, a small-town high school baseball team from rural Illinois
playing with hand-me-down uniforms and peace signs on their hats
defied convention and the odds. Led by an English teacher with no
coaching experience, the Macon Ironmen emerged from a field of 370
teams to become the smallest school in modern Illinois history to make the
state final, a distinction that still stands. There, sporting long
hair, and warming up to Jesus Christ Superstar, the Ironmen would play
a dramatic game against a Chicago powerhouse that would change their
lives forever.

In a gripping, cinematic narrative, Sports Illustrated writer Chris
Ballard tells the story of the team and its coach, Lynn Sweet, a
hippie, dreamer and intellectual who arrived in Macon in 1966,
bringing progressive ideas to a town stuck in the Eisenhower era.
Beloved by students but not administration, Sweet reluctantly took
over a rag-tag team, intent on teaching the boys as much about life as
baseball. Inspired by Sweet's unconventional methods and led by fiery
star Steve Shartzer and spindly curveball artist John Heneberry, the
undersized, undermanned Macon Ironmen embarked on an improbable
postseason run that infuriated rival coaches and buoyed an entire
town.

Beginning with Sweet's arrival, Ballard takes readers on a journey
back to the Ironmen's historic season and then on to the present day,
returning to the 1971 Ironmen to explore the effect the game had on
their lives' trajectories--and the men they've become because of it.

Engaging and poignant, One Shot at Forever is a testament to the power
of high school sports to shape the lives of those who play them, and
it reminds us that there are few bonds more sacred than that among a
coach, a team, and a town
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From reader reviews:

Rafael Runyan:

The book One Shot at Forever: A Small Town, an Unlikely Coach, and a Magical Baseball Season  can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a
book One Shot at Forever: A Small Town, an Unlikely Coach, and a Magical Baseball Season ? A number of
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It
is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take
for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book One Shot at Forever: A Small Town,
an Unlikely Coach, and a Magical Baseball Season  has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

David Lucero:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This One Shot at Forever: A Small Town, an Unlikely Coach, and a Magical
Baseball Season  book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want
to provide to you. The writer of One Shot at Forever: A Small Town, an Unlikely Coach, and a Magical
Baseball Season  content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking One
Shot at Forever: A Small Town, an Unlikely Coach, and a Magical Baseball Season  is not loveable to be
your top checklist reading book?

Thomas Baldwin:

The book untitled One Shot at Forever: A Small Town, an Unlikely Coach, and a Magical Baseball Season 
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is
very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
published by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
examine.

Frank Cockerham:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several
books in the top checklist in your reading list will be One Shot at Forever: A Small Town, an Unlikely



Coach, and a Magical Baseball Season . This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.
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