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In 1946, Harry Choates, a Cajun fiddle virtuoso, changed the course of American musical history when his
recording of the so-called Cajun national anthem "Jole Blon" reached number four on the national Billboard
charts. Cajun music became part of the American consciousness for the first time thanks to the
unprecedented success of this issue, as the French tune crossed cultural, ethnic, racial, and socio-economic
boundaries. Country music stars Moon Mullican, Roy Acuff, Bob Wills, and Hank Snow rushed into the
studio to record their own interpretations of the waltz-followed years later by Waylon Jennings and Bruce
Springsteen. The cross-cultural musical legacy of this plaintive waltz also paved the way for Hank Williams
Sr.'s Cajun-influenced hit "Jamabalaya."

Choates' "Jole Blon" represents the culmination of a centuries-old dialogue between the Cajun community
and the rest of America. Joining into this dialogue is the most thoroughly researched and broadly conceived
history of Cajun music yet published, Cajun Breakdown. Furthermore, the book examines the social and
cultural roots of Cajun music's development through 1950 by raising broad questions about the ethnic
experience in America and nature of indigenous American music. Since its inception, the Cajun community
constantly refashioned influences from the American musical landscape despite the pressures of
marginalization, denigration, and poverty. European and North American French songs, minstrel tunes,
blues, jazz, hillbilly, Tin Pan Alley melodies, and western swing all became part of the Cajun musical
equation. The idiom's synthetic nature suggests an extensive and intensive dialogue with popular culture,
extinguishing the myth that Cajuns were an isolated folk group astray in the American South. Ryan André
Brasseaux's work constitutes a bold and innovative exploration of a forgotten chapter in America's musical
odyssey.
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From reader reviews:

Joycelyn Chambers:

Here thing why this Cajun Breakdown: The Emergence of an American-Made Music (American
Musicspheres Series) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really
depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Cajun Breakdown: The
Emergence of an American-Made Music (American Musicspheres Series) giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Cajun
Breakdown: The Emergence of an American-Made Music (American Musicspheres Series). It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which
is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Cajun Breakdown: The Emergence of an American-Made Music (American Musicspheres Series) in e-book
can be your alternative.

Sean Bass:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a guide. The book Cajun Breakdown: The Emergence of an American-Made Music (American
Musicspheres Series) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended
this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you
can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is
not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Desmond Goforth:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Cajun Breakdown: The Emergence of
an American-Made Music (American Musicspheres Series) is simple to deliver you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book
in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Victor Brown:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Cajun Breakdown: The Emergence of an American-Made Music (American Musicspheres



Series) we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must
want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life by this book Cajun Breakdown: The Emergence of an American-Made Music (American
Musicspheres Series). You can more attractive than now.
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