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Over the past fifty years, the federal government's efforts to reform American public education have
transformed U.S. schools from locally-run enterprises into complex systems jointly constructed by federal,
state, and local actors. The construction of this federal schoolhouse-an educational system with common
national expectations and practices-has fundamentally altered both education politics and the norms
governing educational policy at the local level.

Building the Federal Schoolhouse examines these issues through an in-depth, fifty-year examination of
federal educational policies in the community of Alexandria, Virginia, a wealthy yet socially diverse suburb
of Washington, D.C. The epochal social transformations that swept through America in the past half century
hit Alexandria with particular force, transforming its Jim Crow school system into a new immigrant gateway
district within two generations. Along the way, the school system has struggled to provide quality education
for special needs students, and has sought to overcome the legacies of tracking and segregated learning while
simultaneously retaining upper-middle class students. Most recently, it has grappled with state and federally
imposed accountability measures that seek to boost educational outcomes. All of these policy initiatives have
contended with the existing political regime within Alexandria, at times forcing it to a breaking point, and at
other times reconstructing it. All the while, the local expectations and governing realities of administrators,
parents, politicians, and voters have sharply constrained federal initiatives, limiting their scope when in
conflict with local commitments and amplifying them when they align.

Through an extensive use of local archives, contemporary accounts, school data, and interviews, Douglas S.
Reed not only paints an intimate portrait of the conflicts that the federal schoolhouse's creation has wrought
in Alexandria, but also documents the successes of the federal commitment to greater educational
opportunity. In so doing, he highlights the complexity of the American education state and the centrality of
local regimes and local historical context to federal educational reform efforts.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Soderquist:

The book Building the Federal Schoolhouse: Localism and the American Education State (Studies in
Postwar American Political Development) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may
use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Building the Federal
Schoolhouse: Localism and the American Education State (Studies in Postwar American Political
Development) being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a reserve
Building the Federal Schoolhouse: Localism and the American Education State (Studies in Postwar
American Political Development). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia
or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Sherry Spears:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book Building the Federal Schoolhouse: Localism and the American Education State
(Studies in Postwar American Political Development) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Brad Sharpe:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen want book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. Through the
book Building the Federal Schoolhouse: Localism and the American Education State (Studies in Postwar
American Political Development) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be
creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life at this book Building the Federal Schoolhouse: Localism and the American
Education State (Studies in Postwar American Political Development). You can more pleasing than now.

Eric Kyler:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Building the Federal Schoolhouse: Localism



and the American Education State (Studies in Postwar American Political Development) to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book
and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the
guide Building the Federal Schoolhouse: Localism and the American Education State (Studies in Postwar
American Political Development) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of this time.
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