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Themain aim of this book isto argue that the use of private force by states has been restricted by anorm
against mercenary use. The book traces the evolution of this norm, from mercenariesin medieval Europe
through to private security companies in modern day Iraqg, telling a story about how the mercenaries of
yesterday have evolved into those of today in the process.

The norm against mercenaries has two components. First, mercenaries are considered to be immoral because
they use force outside legitimate, authoritative control. Second, mercenaries are considered to be morally
problematic because they fight wars for selfish, financial reasons as opposed to fighting for some kind of
larger conception of the common good.

The book examines four puzzles about mercenary use, and argues that they can only be explained by
understanding the norm against mercenaries. First, the book argues that moral disapproval of mercenaries|ed
to the disappearance of independent mercenaries from medieval Europe. Second, the transition from armies
composed of mercenaries to citizen armies in the nineteenth century can only be understood with attention to
the norm against mercenaries. Third, it isimpossible to understand why

international law regarding mercenaries, created in the 1970s and 1980s, is so ineffective without
understanding the norm. Finally, the disappearance of companies like Executive Outcomes and Sandline and
the development of today's private security industry cannot be understood without the norm.

This book is aproject of the Oxford Leverhulme Programme on the Changing Character of War.
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From reader reviews:
Francis Dawson:

A lot of people aways spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a new book. It isrealy funin your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a e-book. The book Mercenaries: The History of aNorm in International Relationsit is rather good
to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQOore
very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high
quality.

Allan K ean:

Isit you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Mercenaries. The History of a Norm in International
Relations can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending
your extratime by reading in this new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have
than the others?

Joseph Vest:

In this erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have
to doisjust spending your time little but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of the booksin the
top listing in your reading list is usually Mercenaries: The History of aNorm in International Relations. This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Earnest Koontz:

As acollege student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see
colorful picson there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Mercenaries: The History of aNorm in International Relations can make you feel more interested to
read.
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