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On the Flathead Reservation in northwestern Montana, the sixty remaining fluent speakers of Montana
Salish, most of them elderly, speak their language only to each other, changing to English when outsiders or
younger tribal members are present. The Aleuts who used to live on Bering Island off the east coast of
Russia speak Russian in addition to their native Aleut. The Republic of Singapore, an island nation of just
238 square miles, boasts four official languages. Language contact is everywhere: no nation has a completely
monolingual citizenry and many have more than one official language.

Sarah G. Thomason documents the linguistic consequences of language contacts worldwide. Surveying
situations in which language contact arises, she focuses on what happens to the languages themselves:
sometimes nothing, sometimes the incorporation of new words, sometimes the spread of new sounds and
sentence structures across many languages and wide swathes of territory. She outlines the origins and results
of contact-induced language change, extreme language mixture?which can produce pidgins, creoles, and
bilingual mixed languages?and language death. The book concludes with a brief survey of language
endangerment.

Complete with lists of additional readings and references as well as a glossary for students new to the
subject, this textbook is a richly documented introduction to a lively, fast-developing field.
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From reader reviews:

Lorena Repass:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called
Language Contact: An Introduction? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
other opinion?

Gregory Jones:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read.
If you want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Language Contact: An Introduction can be
great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Jennifer Wetzel:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know everything
we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was exactly added.
This e-book Language Contact: An Introduction was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to
add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some
sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Bernard Taylor:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book Language Contact: An Introduction we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Language Contact: An Introduction. You
can more attractive than now.
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