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Recent polls have consistently declared that J.R.R. Tolkien is "the most influential author of the century" and
THE LORD OF THE RINGS is "the book of the century." In support of these claims, Tom Shippey, the
prominent medievalist and scholar of fantasy, now presents us with a fascinating companion to the works of
J.R.R. Tolkien, focusing in particular on THE HOBBIT, THE LORD OF THE RINGS, and THE
SILMARILLION.
The core of the book consists of three chapters that examine THE LORD OF THE RINGS as a linguistic and
cultural map, as a twisted web of story, and as a response to the meaning of myth. Shippey presents a unique
argument to explain the nature of evil and gives readers a compelling insight into the complicated
interweaving of many strands as the narrative moves between characters and into the remarkable skill behind
the construction of such a rich and complex story. Other chapters examine THE HOBBIT, explaining the
hobbits' anachronistic relationship to the heroic world of Middle-earth; the fundamental importance of THE
SILMARILLION to Tolkien's canon; and an illuminating look at FARMER GILES OF HAM, LEAF BY
NIGGLE, and other lesser-known works in connection to Tolkien's life.
With a clear and accessible style, Shippey offers a new approach to Tolkien, to fantasy, and to the
importance of language in literature. He demonstrates how THE HOBBIT, THE LORD OF THE RINGS,
and THE SILMARILLION form part of a live and continuing tradition of storytelling that can trace its roots
back through Grimms' FAIRIY TALES to BEOWULF. J.R.R. TOLKIEN: AUTHOR OF THE CENTURY
not only gives readers a deeper understanding of Tolkien and his work, but also serves as a learned and
entertaining introduction to some of the finest and most influential works of fantasy ever written.
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From reader reviews:

Jody Watson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called J.R.R.
Tolkien: Author of the Century? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have different opinion?

Clark Palumbo:

The book J.R.R. Tolkien: Author of the Century make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book J.R.R. Tolkien: Author of the Century
being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a
publication J.R.R. Tolkien: Author of the Century. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book
or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Jonathan Rodriguez:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book J.R.R. Tolkien: Author of the Century.
All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social
media.

David Gaiter:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual J.R.R. Tolkien: Author of
the Century is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.
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