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A timeless volume to be read and treasured, The Stone Reader provides an unparalleled overview of
contemporary philosophy.

Once solely the province of ivory-tower professors and college classrooms, contemporary philosophy was
finally emancipated from its academic closet in 2010, when The Stone was launched in The New York Times.
First appearing as an online series, the column quickly attracted millions of readers through its accessible
examination of universal topics like the nature of science, consciousness and morality, while also probing
more contemporary issues such as the morality of drones, gun control and the gender divide.

Now collected for the first time in this handsomely designed volume, The Stone Reader presents 133
meaningful and influential essays from the series, placing nearly the entirety of modern philosophical
discourse at a reader’s grasp. The book, divided into four broad sections?Philosophy, Science, Religion and
Morals, and Society?opens with a series of questions about the scope, history and identity of philosophy:
What are the practical uses of philosophy? Does the discipline, begun in the West in ancient Greece with
Socrates, favor men and exclude women? Does the history and study of philosophy betray a racial bias
against non-white thinkers, or geographical bias toward the West?

These questions and others form a foundation for readers as the book moves to the second section, Science,
where some of our most urgent contemporary philosophical debates are taking place. Will artificial
intelligence compromise our morality? Does neuroscience undermine our free will? Is there is a legitimate
place for the humanities in a world where science and technology appear to rule? Should the evidence for
global warming change the way we live, or die?

In the book’s third section, Religion and Morals, we find philosophy where it is often at its best, sharpest and
most disturbing?working through the arguments provoked by competing moral theories in the face of real-
life issues and rigorously addressing familiar ethical dilemmas in a new light. Can we have a true moral life
without belief in God? What are the dangers of moral relativism?

In its final part, Society, The Stone Reader returns to its origins as a forum to encourage philosophers who
are willing to engage closely, critically and analytically with the affairs of the day, including economic
inequality, technology and racial discrimination. In directly confronting events like the September 11 attacks,
the killing of Trayvon Martin, the Sandy Hook School massacre, the essays here reveal the power of
philosophy to help shape our viewpoints on nearly every issue we face today.

With an introduction by Peter Catapano that details the column’s founding and distinct editorial process at
The New York Times, and prefatory notes to each section by Simon Critchley, The Stone Reader promises to
become not only an intellectual landmark but also a confirmation that philosophy is, indeed, for everyone.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Fenske:

The book The Stone Reader: Modern Philosophy in 133 Arguments make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Stone
Reader: Modern Philosophy in 133 Arguments to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like open and read a reserve The Stone Reader: Modern Philosophy in 133 Arguments. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
book?

Curtis Miller:

The actual book The Stone Reader: Modern Philosophy in 133 Arguments will bring you to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Stone Reader: Modern Philosophy in
133 Arguments is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site,
so you can quickly to read the book.

Andrea Behnke:

You can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Stone Reader: Modern Philosophy in
133 Arguments is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Kenneth Rogers:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Stone Reader: Modern Philosophy in 133
Arguments can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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