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In the year 1000, the economy of the Middle East was at |east as advanced as that of Europe. But by 1800,
the region had fallen dramatically behind--in living standards, technology, and economic institutions. In
short, the Middle East had failed to modernize economically as the West surged ahead. What caused this
long divergence? And why does the Middle East remain drastically underdeveloped compared to the West?
In The Long Divergence, one of the world's leading experts on Islamic economic institutions and the
economy of the Middle East provides a new answer to these long-debated questions.

Timur Kuran argues that what slowed the economic development of the Middle East was not colonialism or
geography, still less Muslim attitudes or some incompatibility between |slam and capitalism. Rather, starting
around the tenth century, Islamic legal institutions, which had benefitted the Middle Eastern economy in the
early centuries of 1slam, began to act as adrag on development by slowing or blocking the emergence of
central features of modern economic life--including private capital accumulation, corporations, large-scale
production, and impersonal exchange. By the nineteenth century, modern economic institutions began to be
transplanted to the Middle East, but its economy has not caught up. And there is no quick fix today. Low
trust, rampant corruption, and weak civil societies-all characteristic of the region's economies today and all
legacies of its economic history--will take generations to overcome.

The Long Divergence opens up afrank and honest debate on a crucial issue that even some of the most
ardent secularists in the Muslim world have hesitated to discuss.
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From reader reviews:
Chris Gibbons:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fed it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to consider ook for book, may be the e-book untitled The Long Divergence: How Islamic Law Held
Back the Middle East can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Harrison Colon:

The particular book The Long Divergence: How Islamic Law Held Back the Middle East has alot details on
it. So when you read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was published by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after perusing this book.

Donna Gamble:

This The Long Divergence: How Islamic Law Held Back the Middle East is fresh way for you who has
interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading
this The Long Divergence: How Islamic Law Held Back the Middle East can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself
in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel leepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a book
especially thisone. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't missit! Just
read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Y ong Dicker son:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year in order to year. Aswe know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By the book The Long Divergence: How Islamic Law Held Back the Middle East we can take more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at thistime
book The Long Divergence: How Islamic Law Held Back the Middle East. Y ou can more appealing than
now.
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