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The Holy Roman Empire lasted a thousand years, far longer than ancient Rome. Yet this formidable
dominion never inspired the awe of its predecessor. Voltaire distilled the disdain of generations when he
quipped it was neither holy, Roman, nor an empire. Yet as Peter Wilson shows, the Holy Roman Empire tells
a millennial story of Europe better than the histories of individual nation-states. And its legacy can be seen
today in debates over the nature of the European Union.

Heart of Europe traces the Empire from its origins within Charlemagne’s kingdom in 800 to its demise in
1806. By the mid-tenth century its core rested in the German kingdom, and ultimately its territory stretched
from France and Denmark to Italy and Poland. Yet the Empire remained stubbornly abstract, with no fixed
capital and no common language or culture. The source of its continuity and legitimacy was the ideal of a
unified Christian civilization, but this did not prevent emperors from clashing with the pope over
supremacy?the nadir being the sack of Rome in 1527 that killed 147 Vatican soldiers.

Though the title of Holy Roman Emperor retained prestige, rising states such as Austria and Prussia wielded
power in a way the Empire could not. While it gradually lost the flexibility to cope with political, economic,
and social changes, the Empire was far from being in crisis until the onslaught of the French revolutionary
wars, when a crushing defeat by Napoleon at Austerlitz compelled Francis II to dissolve his realm.
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From reader reviews:

William Herold:

The book Heart of Europe: A History of the Holy Roman Empire give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book
Heart of Europe: A History of the Holy Roman Empire to be your habit, you can get far more advantages,
like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like start and read a book Heart of Europe: A History of the Holy Roman Empire. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this book?

Carla Floyd:

This book untitled Heart of Europe: A History of the Holy Roman Empire to be one of several books which
best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Danna Bullock:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Heart of Europe: A History
of the Holy Roman Empire, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come
on its identified as reading friends.

Karen Delamora:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Heart of Europe: A History of the Holy Roman
Empire can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?
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