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On July 14, 1853, the four warships of America's East Asia Squadron made for Kurihama, 30 miles south of
the Japanese capital, then called Edo. It had come to pry open Japan after her two and a half centuries of
isolation and nearly a decade of intense planning by Matthew Perry, the squadron commander. The spoils of
the recent Mexican Spanish–American War had whetted a powerful American appetite for using her soaring
wealth and power for commercial and political advantage.

Perry's cloaking of imperial impulse in humanitarian purpose was fully matched by Japanese self–deception.
High among the country's articles of faith was certainty of its protection by heavenly power. A distinguished
Japanese scholar argued in 1811 that "Japanese differ completely from and are superior to the peoples of...all
other countries of the world."

So began one of history's greatest political and cultural clashes.

In Breaking Open Japan, George Feifer makes this drama new and relevant for today. At its heart were two
formidable men: Perry and Lord Masahiro Abe, the political mastermind and real authority behind the
Emperor and the Shogun. Feifer gives us a fascinating account of "sealed off" Japan and shows that Perry's
aggressive handling of his mission had far reaching consequences for Japan – and the United States – well
into the twentieth if not twenty–first century.
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From reader reviews:

Terrance Allen:

This Breaking Open Japan: Commodore Perry, Lord Abe, and American Imperialism in 1853 book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This particular Breaking Open Japan: Commodore Perry, Lord Abe,
and American Imperialism in 1853 without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Breaking Open Japan: Commodore Perry, Lord Abe, and American
Imperialism in 1853 can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be
full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Breaking Open Japan: Commodore
Perry, Lord Abe, and American Imperialism in 1853 having good arrangement in word and layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Ashley Staley:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Breaking Open Japan: Commodore Perry, Lord Abe, and American Imperialism in 1853 will give you a new
experience in reading a book.

Samuel Brown:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This Breaking Open Japan: Commodore Perry,
Lord Abe, and American Imperialism in 1853 is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Louise Guest:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It
is identified as of book Breaking Open Japan: Commodore Perry, Lord Abe, and American Imperialism in
1853. You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge
and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from
one destination to other place.
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