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Everyone’s favorite Dirty Old Man returns with a new volume of uncollected work. Charles Bukowski
(1920–1994), one of the most outrageous figures of twentieth-century American literature, was so prolific
that many significant pieces never found their way into his books. Absence of the Hero contains much of his
earliest fiction, unseen in decades, as well as a number of previously unpublished stories and essays. The
classic Bukowskian obsessions are here: sex, booze, and gambling, along with trenchant analysis of what he
calls "Playing and Being the Pet." Among the book's highlights are tales of his infamous public readings
("The Big Dope Reading," "I Just Write Poetry So I Can Go to Bed with Girls"); a review of his own first
book; hilarious installments of his newspaper column, Notes of a Dirty Old Man, including meditations on
neo-Nazis and driving in Los Angeles; and an uncharacteristic tale of getting lost in the Utah woods
("Bukowski Takes a Trip"). Yet the book also showcases the other Bukowski-an astute if offbeat literary
critic. From his own "Manifesto" to his account of poetry in Los Angeles ("A Foreword to These Poets") to
idiosyncratic evaluations of Allen Ginsberg, Robert Creeley, LeRoi Jones, and Louis Zukofsky, Absence of
the Hero reveals the intellectual hidden beneath the gruff exterior.

Our second volume of his uncollected prose, Absence of the Hero is a major addition to the Bukowski canon,
essential for fans, yet suitable for new readers as an introduction to the wide range of his work.

"He loads his head full of coal and diamonds shoot out of his finger tips. What a trick. The mole genius has
left us with another digest. It's a full house--read 'em and weep."—Tom Waits

"This second volume of Bukowski's uncollected stories and essays offers all that Bukowski is known
for—wry obscenity, smutty wisdom, seeming ramblings whose hidden smarts catch you unaware--but in
addition there are moments here in which he takes off the mask and strips away the bravado to show himself
at his most vulnerable and human. A must for Bukowski aficionados."—Brian Evenson, author of Last
Days and The Open Curtain

"Like a brass-rail Existentialist or a skid-row Transcendentalist, [Bukowski] is candid, unblinking, leaving it
to his readers to cast their own judgment about his mishaps, his drinking, his sexual appetite or his own
pessimism. He is Ralph Waldo Emerson as a Dirty Old Man, not lounging in the grape-arbor of Concord,
Massachusetts, but bent-over a table in an L.A. flophouse scribbling in pencil to the strains of
Sibelius."—Paul Maher Jr., Phawker

"[Bukowski] could be generous and mean-spirited, heroic and defensive, spot-on and slanted, but he became
the world-class writer he had set out to be; he has joined the permanent anti-canon or shadow-canon whose
denizens had shown him the way. Today the frequent allusions to him in both popular and mainstream
culture tend more to respect than mockery. If scholarship has lagged, this book would indicate that this
situation is changing."—Gerald Locklin, Resources for American Literary Study

"The pieces range over nearly half a century, and include a story about a baseball player seized by a sudden
bout of existential paralysis, along with early, graphically sexual (and masterfully comic) stories published in
such smut mags as Candid Press."—Penthouse

"An absolute must for fans of Charles Bukowski's work, Absence of a Hero is also a welcome addition to



public and college library literary studies shelves."—Midwest Book Review
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From reader reviews:

Paul Delatorre:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Absence of the Hero. All type of
book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Destiny Hunt:

Here thing why this particular Absence of the Hero are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as food
or not. Absence of the Hero giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no book that similar with Absence of the Hero. It gives you thrill examining journey, its
open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home
by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Absence of the
Hero in e-book can be your alternative.

Dora Champagne:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Absence of the Hero why because the great cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

April Hanson:

This Absence of the Hero is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it
relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who
still having small amount of digest in reading this Absence of the Hero can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People
who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any
in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually.
So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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