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John Templer has written the first theoretical, historical, and scientific analysis of one of the most basic and
universal building elements: the stair. Together, these two volumes present a detailed study of stairs and
ramps -- the art and science of their design, their history, and their hazards.

For the designer and the art and architectural historian, the first volume treats the fascinating history of stairs
and their immense influence on the art and science of architecture. It is illustrated with more than 100
photographs from around the world and reviews the literature on stairs (as well as ladders and railings and
ramps) from Vitruvius to Venturi. Templer considers the whole play of meanings in the idea of the stair -- as
art object, as structural idea, as legal prescription, or as poetic fancy -- making it clear that the stair is
simultaneously an aesthetic, architectonic, ergonomic, and cultural element. The second volume shows the
dangers stairs present. Drawing on twenty years of human factors research on stairs, Templer sets out what is
known about slips, trips, and falls and how best to design stairs to avoid their inherent dangers. He discusses
the physiological and behavioral relationship between humans and stairs and walkways, the question of gait
and slippery surfaces, and the various types of falls and the injuries that result. Perhaps most importantly,
Templer proposes the idea of the soft stair, which could substantially reduce the annual epidemic of stair-
related deaths and injuries.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Roberts:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Staircase: Studies of Hazards, Falls, and Safer Design.

Diana Brunswick:

The particular book The Staircase: Studies of Hazards, Falls, and Safer Design has a lot of information on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Jeanne Newman:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Staircase: Studies of
Hazards, Falls, and Safer Design that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Staircase: Studies of Hazards, Falls, and
Safer Design become your starter.

Candace Mathieu:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
With the book The Staircase: Studies of Hazards, Falls, and Safer Design we can consider more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book The
Staircase: Studies of Hazards, Falls, and Safer Design. You can more attractive than now.
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