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From the acclaimed translators Richard Pevear and Larissa Volokhonsky comes a new translation of the first
great prison memoir: Fyodor Dostoevsky’s fictionalized account of his life-changing penal servitude in
Siberia.

In 1849 Dostoevsky was sentenced to four years at hard labor in a Siberian prison camp for his participation
in a utopian socialist discussion group. The account he wrote after his release, based on notes he smuggled
out, was the first book to reveal life inside the Russian penal system. The book not only brought him fame
but also founded the tradition of Russian prison writing.

Notes from a Dead House (sometimes translated as The House of the Dead) is filled with vivid details of
brutal punishments, shocking conditions, feuds and betrayals, and the psychological effects of the loss of
freedom, but it also describes moments of comedy and acts of kindness. There are grotesque bathhouse and
hospital scenes that seem to have come straight from Dante’s Inferno, alongside daring escape attempts,
doomed acts of defiance, and a theatrical Christmas celebration that draws the entire community together in a
temporary suspension of their grim reality.

To get past government censors, Dostoevsky made his narrator a common-law criminal rather than a political
prisoner, but the perspective is unmistakably his own. His incarceration was a transformative experience that
nourished all his later works, particularly Crime and Punishment. Dostoevsky’s narrator discovers that even
among the most debased criminals there are strong and beautiful souls. His story reveals the prison as a
tragedy both for the inmates and for Russia; it is, finally, a profound meditation on freedom: “The prisoner
himself knows that he is a prisoner; but no brands, no fetters will make him forget that he is a human being.” 
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From reader reviews:

Antonio Beeler:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Notes from a Dead House is kind of
guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jerry Orosco:

The book untitled Notes from a Dead House is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also
could possibly get the e-book of Notes from a Dead House from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Miguel Lynch:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is Notes from a Dead House.

James Cummings:

You may spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Notes from a Dead House is simple to
bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space
to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it.
You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.
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