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Post-Unification Italy saw an unprecedented rise of the middle classes, an expansion in the production of
print culture, and increased access to education and professions for women, particularly in urban areas.
Although there was still widespread illiteracy, especially among women in both rural and urban areas, there
emerged a generation of women writers whose domestic fiction and journalism addressed a growing female
readership. This study looks at the work of three of the most significant women writers of the period: La
Marchesa Colombi, Neera, and Matilde Serao. These writers, whose works had been largely forgotten for
much of the last century, only to be rediscovered by the Italian feminist movement of the 1970s, were widely
read and received considerable critical acclaim in their day. In their realist fiction and journalism, these
professional women writers documented and brought to light the ways in which women participated in
everyday life in the newly independent Italy, and how their experiences differed profoundly from those of
men.

Katharine Mitchell shows how these three authors, while hardly radical emancipationists, offered late-
nineteenth-century readers an implicit feminist intervention and a legitimate means of approaching and
engaging with the burning social and political issues of the day regarding “the woman question” – women’s
access to education and the professions, legal rights, and suffrage.  Through close examinations of these
authors and a selection of their works – and with reference to their broader artistic, socio-historical, and geo-
political contexts – Mitchell not only draws attention to their authentic representations of contemporary
social and historical realities, but also considers their important role as a cultural medium and catalyst for
social change.
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From reader reviews:

Angie Dean:

The book Italian Women Writers: Gender and Everyday Life in Fiction and Journalism, 1870-1910 (Toronto
Italian Studies) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave
the good thing like a book Italian Women Writers: Gender and Everyday Life in Fiction and Journalism,
1870-1910 (Toronto Italian Studies)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book Italian Women Writers: Gender and Everyday Life in Fiction and Journalism, 1870-1910 (Toronto
Italian Studies) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Lisa Jennings:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Italian Women Writers: Gender
and Everyday Life in Fiction and Journalism, 1870-1910 (Toronto Italian Studies) book as starter and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Edmund Hillman:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Italian Women
Writers: Gender and Everyday Life in Fiction and Journalism, 1870-1910 (Toronto Italian Studies) suitable
to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Italian Women Writers:
Gender and Everyday Life in Fiction and Journalism, 1870-1910 (Toronto Italian Studies)is one of several
books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their
idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book
will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world in this book.

Ella Carlson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day



long to reading a reserve. The book Italian Women Writers: Gender and Everyday Life in Fiction and
Journalism, 1870-1910 (Toronto Italian Studies) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.
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