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The influenza epidemic of 1918 killed more people in one year than the Great War killed in four, sickening
at least one quarter of the world's population. In Fever of War, Carol R. Byerly uncovers the startling impact
of the 1918 influenza epidemic on the American army, its medical officers, and their profession, a story
which has long been silenced. Through medical officers' memoirs and diaries, official reports, scientific
articles, and other original sources, Byerly tells a grave tale about the limits of modern medicine and warfare.

The tragedy begins with overly confident medical officers who, armed with new knowledge and technologies
of modern medicine, had an inflated sense of their ability to control disease. The conditions of trench warfare
on the Western Front soon outflanked medical knowledge by creating an environment where the influenza
virus could mutate to a lethal strain. This new flu virus soon left medical officers’ confidence in tatters as
thousands of soldiers and trainees died under their care. They also were unable to convince the War
Department to reduce the crowding of troops aboard ships and in barracks which were providing ideal
environments for the epidemic to thrive. After the war, and given their helplessness to control influenza,
many medical officers and military leaders began to downplay the epidemic as a significant event for the U.
S. army, in effect erasing this dramatic story from the American historical memory.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Hayes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Fever of War: The Influenza Epidemic in the U.S. Army during
World War I. Try to make book Fever of War: The Influenza Epidemic in the U.S. Army during World War
I as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make
you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Bradley Loy:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Fever of War: The Influenza Epidemic in the U.S. Army
during World War I can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Judith Bode:

Fever of War: The Influenza Epidemic in the U.S. Army during World War I can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering
the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Fever of War: The Influenza Epidemic in the U.S. Army during World War I nevertheless doesn't forget the
main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Earl Parker:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Fever of War: The Influenza Epidemic in the U.S. Army during World War I can



make you truly feel more interested to read.
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