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Robert Cavelier de La Salle: daring explorer, empire builder, shaper of history—and shameless schemer who
abused his followers and deceived his king. In The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle, acclaimed
historian Robert S. Weddle reveals how La Salle and his closest associates spun a web of secrecy and
falsehood about their travels, dissembled their objectives, and put their own spin on his exploits by
suppressing other would-be diarists. Weddle’s study represents a major revision of the story of La Salle and
his times as they have been traditionally understood, with few of the major characters in the epic tale
emerging unscathed. Even his death was misreported by survivors of the French colony in Spanish-claimed
territory as they sought to save themselves.

This book had its genesis in the Texas Historical Commission’s 1995 discovery in Matagorda Bay, along the
Texas coast, of the wreck of La Belle, the last of four vessels that La Salle brought to America on his final
mission. Artifacts salvaged from the ship shed new light on the efforts of La Salle and his two hundred
colonists to establish the first European settlement between Florida and Mexico, a settlement that has been
erroneously labeled Fort-Saint-Louis.

As history provided the clues that led to this archaeological discovery, so archaeology now fills in the blanks
of history, raising a host of new questions about the ill-starred colony. Weddle marshals the evidence to
answer those questions, reframing the old picture of one of France’s premier American explorers in the light
of new discovery and setting the record straight.

Weddle’s exhaustive research has resulted in a work not limited to La Salle’s final misadventures in Texas.
Rather, he chronicles the explorer’s activities throughout his travels in North America, drawing on several
unpublished sources to provide a more accurate picture of La Salle, both as private individual and as
legendary explorer.
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From reader reviews:

John Tovar:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle
(Number 48: Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Brenda Seddon:

This book untitled The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number 48: Centennial Series of the
Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this
book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Barry Whitfield:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle
(Number 48: Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University), it is possible
to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can
occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Josephine Draughn:

This The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number 48: Centennial Series of the Association of
Former Students, Texas A&M University) is great book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you
with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number 48: Centennial Series of the Association of Former
Students, Texas A&M University) in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous
one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this book already do



that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?
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