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To explain the mystery of how life evolved on Earth, Nick L ane exploresthe deep link between energy
and genes.

The Earth teems with life: in its oceans, forests, skies and cities. Y et there' s a black hole at the heart of
biology. We do not know why complex lifeistheway it is, or, for that matter, how life first began. In The
Vital Question, award-winning author and biochemist Nick Lane radically reframes evolutionary history,
putting forward a solution to conundrums that have puzzled generations of scientists.

For two and a half billion years, from the very origins of life, single-celled organisms such as bacteria
evolved without changing their basic form. Then, on just one occasion in four billion years, they made the
jump to complexity. All complex life, from mushrooms to man, shares puzzling features, such as sex, which
are unknown in bacteria. How and why did this radical transformation happen?

The answer, Lane argues, liesin energy: all life on Earth lives off avoltage with the strength of alightning
bolt. Building on the pillars of evolutionary theory, Lane' s hypothesis draws on cutting-edge research into
the link between energy and cell biology, in order to deliver a compelling account of evolution from the very
origins of life to the emergence of multicellular organisms, while offering deep insights into our own lives
and deaths.

Both rigorous and enchanting, The Vital Question provides a solution to life's vital question: why are we as
we are, and indeed, why are we here at all?
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From reader reviews:
Clarence Delapaz:

In other case, littleindividuals like to read book The Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of
Complex Life. Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how
isimportant the book The Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex Life. You can add
information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open abook or even searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Joyce Cannon:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or al their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the book untitled The Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex Life can be
good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Bertha Greene:

The Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex Life can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The copy writer giving hisher effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The Vital Question:
Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex Life however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader
the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into hew stage of crucial considering.

Ronald Malone:

Y ou will get this The Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex Life by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challengeif you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal waysto get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-
date. Let'stry to choose appropriate ways for you.
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