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At the turn of the twentieth century, Honduras witnessed the expansion of its banana industry and the
development of the United Fruit Company and Standard Fruit into multinational corporations with
significant political and economic influence in Latin America and the Caribbean. These companies relied
heavily on an imported labor force, thousands of West Indian workers, whose arrival in Honduras
immediately sparked anti-black and anti-immigrant sentiment throughout the country. Glenn A. Chambers
examines the West Indian immigrant community in Honduras through the development of the country's fruit
industry, revealing that West Indians fought to maintain their identities as workers, Protestants, blacks, and
English speakers in the midst of popular Latin American nationalistic notions of mestizaje, or mixed-race
identity.

West Indians lived as outsiders in Honduran society owing to the many racially motivated initiatives of the
Honduran government that defined acceptable immigration as "white only." As Chambers shows, one
unintended, though perhaps predictable, consequence of this political stance was the emergence of a clearly
defined and separate West Indian enclave that proved to be antagonistic toward native Hondurans. This
conflict ultimately led to animosity between English-speaking and Spanish-speaking Hondurans, as well as
between West Indians and non--West Indian peoples of African descent. An all-inclusive Afro-Honduran
identity never emerged in Honduras, Chambers reveals. Rather, black identity developed through West
Indians' culture, language, and history.

Chambers moves beyond treatments of West Indian labor as an accessory to U.S. capitalist interests to
explore the ethnic and racial dynamic of the interactions of the West Indian community with locals. In Race,
Nation, and West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890--1940, Chambers demonstrates the importance of
racial identity in Honduran society as a whole and reveals the roles that culture, language, ethnicity, and
history played in the establishment of regional identities within the broader African diaspora.
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From reader reviews:

Vicki Shah:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Race, Nation, and West Indian
Immigration to Honduras, 1890-1940 that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want
to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Race, Nation, and West Indian Immigration to
Honduras, 1890-1940 become your own starter.

Lois Silvey:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer could be Race, Nation, and West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890-1940 why
because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you
to pick up this book.

Charles Payne:

Beside this particular Race, Nation, and West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890-1940 in your phone, it
might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live
in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Race, Nation, and West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890-
1940 because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the
item? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Ann Gonzalez:

This Race, Nation, and West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890-1940 is brand new way for you who has
attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Race, Nation,
and West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890-1940 can be the light food in your case because the
information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can
be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book



form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this
e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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