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Winner of the Graywolf Press Nonfiction Prize, a breathtaking elegy to the waning days of human
spaceflight as we have known it

In the 1960s, humans took their first steps away from Earth, and for a time our possibilities in space seemed
endless. But in a time of austerity and in the wake of high-profile disasters like Challenger, that dream has
ended. In early 2011, Margaret Lazarus Dean traveled to Cape Canaveral for NASA's last three space shuttle
launches in order to bear witness to the end of an era. With Dean as our guide to Florida's Space Coast and to
the history of NASA, Leaving Orbit takes the measure of what American spaceflight has achieved while
reckoning with its earlier witnesses, such as Norman Mailer, Tom Wolfe, and Oriana Fallaci. Along the way,
Dean meets NASA workers, astronauts, and space fans, gathering possible answers to the question: What
does it mean that a spacefaring nation won't be going to space anymore?
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Brower:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Leaving Orbit:
Notes from the Last Days of American Spaceflight suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American
Spaceflightis the one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this
publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world within this book.

Kristen Zamora:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American Spaceflight, you can tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a guide.

Cynthia Bryant:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American Spaceflight this book
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
acceptable all of you.

David Burch:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last
Days of American Spaceflight to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency



is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a
book and go through it. Beside that the publication Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American
Spaceflight can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of the time.
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