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In Ryotaro Shiba's account of the life of Japan's last shogun, Perry's arrival off the coast of Japan was merely
the spark that ignited the cataclysm in store for the Japanese people and their governments. It came to its real
climax with the fall of the Tokugawa shogunate in 1868, the event which forms the centerpiece of this book.
The Meiji Restoration-as history calls it-toppled the shogunate, and brought a seventeen-year-old boy
emperor back from the secluded Imperial Palace in Kyoto to preside over what amounted to a political and
cultural revolution. With this, Japan's extraordinary self-modernization began in earnest. Coming to power
just as the Tokugawa regime was suffering the worst military defeat in its history, Yoshinobu strongly
suspected that the rule of the Tokugawas-the third and longest lived of Japan's three warrior governments -
was swiftly becoming an anachronism. During a year of frenetic activity, he overhauled the military systems,
reorganized the civil administration, promoted industrial development, and expanded foreign intercourse,
with the farsighted aim of creating a unified Japan. Alarmed by these reforms, pro-imperial interests moved
against him, precipitating the Boshin Civil War and the final defeat of the shogunal armies. To the surprise
of his enemies, Yoshinobu capitulated. It was this surrender of authority at a crucial point that made the
transfer of sovereignty relatively peaceful. He then retired to Mito and lived quietly for the rest of his life,
studying the new art of photography. Ennobled a prince in the new European-style nobility of the Meiji era,
he died in 1913.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Bentley:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Last Shogun: The Life of Tokugawa Yoshinobu. Try to
stumble through book The Last Shogun: The Life of Tokugawa Yoshinobu as your buddy. It means that it
can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter
than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because
you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Hilary Williams:

This book untitled The Last Shogun: The Life of Tokugawa Yoshinobu to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily
to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there
is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Loyd Tyler:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
The Last Shogun: The Life of Tokugawa Yoshinobu your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
previous to. The The Last Shogun: The Life of Tokugawa Yoshinobu giving you a different experience more
than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular
era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Albert Fragoso:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the top
collection in your reading list is The Last Shogun: The Life of Tokugawa Yoshinobu. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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