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The wrenching decision facing successful women choosing between demanding careers and intensive family
lives has been the subject of many articles and books, most of which propose strategies for resolving the
dilemma. Competing Devotions focuses on broader social and cultural forces that create women's identities
and shape their understanding of what makes life worth living.

Mary Blair-Loy examines the career paths of women financial executives who have tried various approaches
to balancing career and family. The professional level these women have attained requires a huge
commitment of time, energy, and emotion that seems natural to employers and clients, who assume that a
career deserves single-minded allegiance. Meanwhile, these women must confront the cultural model of
family that defines marriage and motherhood as a woman's primary vocation. This ideal promises women
creativity, intimacy, and financial stability in caring for a family. It defines children as fragile and assumes
that men lack the selflessness and patience that children's primary caregivers need. This ideal is taken for
granted in much of contemporary society.

The power of these assumptions is enormous but not absolute. Competing Devotions identifies women
executives who try to reshape these ideas. These mavericks, who face great resistance but are aided by new
ideological and material resources that come with historical change, may eventually redefine both the nuclear
family and the capitalist firm in ways that reduce work-family conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Colby McCray:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring
someone to imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to
some others. When you read this Competing Devotions: Career and Family among Women Executives, you
could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a e-book.

Vincent Erickson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Competing Devotions: Career and Family
among Women Executives which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Kim Gray:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This book Competing Devotions: Career and Family among Women Executives was
filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.

Sonia Cancel:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of
book Competing Devotions: Career and Family among Women Executives. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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