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This book unravels the ethnic history of California since the late nineteenth-century Anglo-American
conquest and institutionalization of "white supremacy" in the state. Almaguer comparatively assesses the
struggles for control of resources, status, and political legitimacy between the European American and the
Native American, Mexican, African-American, Chinese, and Japanese populations. Drawing from an array
of primary and secondary sources, he weaves a detailed, disturbing portrait of ethnic, racial, and class
relationships during this tumultuous time.

The U.S. annexation of California in 1848 and the simultaneous discovery of gold sparked rapid and diverse
waves of immigration westward, displacing the already established pastoral Mexican society. Almaguer
shows how the confrontation between white immigrants and the Mexican ranchero and working class
populations was also a contestation over racial status in which racialization influenced and was in turn
influenced by class position in the changing economic order. Partly because of the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo, which granted U.S. citizenship and other rights, parts of the Mexican population were integrated
into the emerging Anglo society more easily than other racialized groups. A case study of Ventura County
highlights declining political and economic fortunes of the Mexican elite while showing how Mexican,
Japanese, Chinese, and Indian populations were permanently relegated to the bottom of the class structure as
unskilled manual workers.

The fate of the Native American population provides perhaps the most extreme example of white supremacy
during the period. Popular conceptions of Native Americans as "uncivilized and "heathen," justified the
killing of more than 8,000 men, women, and children between 1848 and 1870. Many survivors were
incorporated at the periphery of Anglo society, often as indentured laborers and virtual slaves.

Underpinning the institutional structuring of white supremacy were notions such as "manifest destiny," the
inherent good of the capitalist wage-system, and the superiority of Christianity and Euro-American culture,
all of which helped to marginalize non white groups in California and justify Anglo-American class
dominance. As other racialized groups assumed new roles, Almaguer assesses the complex interplay between
economic forces and racial attitudes that simultaneously structured and allocated "group position" in the new
social hierarchy.

California remains a contested racial frontier, as political struggles over the rights and opportunities of
different groups continue to reverberate along racial lines. Racial Fault Lines is an invaluable contribution to
our understanding of ethnicity and class in America, and the social construction of "race" in the Far West.
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From reader reviews:

Trey Olivas:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Racial Fault Lines: The Historical Origins of White Supremacy in
California.

Teresa Hunter:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important usually. The book Racial Fault Lines: The Historical Origins of White
Supremacy in California seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Racial Fault Lines: The Historical Origins of
White Supremacy in California is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to
become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide.
Try to make relationship together with the book Racial Fault Lines: The Historical Origins of White
Supremacy in California. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Junior Price:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take Racial Fault Lines: The Historical Origins of White Supremacy in
California as the daily resource information.

Wilbert York:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Racial Fault Lines: The Historical Origins of White
Supremacy in California, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
called reading friends.
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