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In this thoughtful book, Gary Fine explores how Americans attempt to give meaning to the natural world that
surrounds them. Although "nature” has often been treated as an unproblematic reality, Fine suggests that the
meanings we assign to the natural environment are culturally grounded. In other words, there is no nature
separate from culture. He calls this process of cultura construction and interpretation, "naturework." Of
course, there is no denying the biological reality of trees, mountains, earthquakes, and hurricanes, but, he
argues, they must be interpreted to be made meaningful. Fine supports this claim by examining the
fascinating world of mushrooming.

Based on three years of field research with mushroomers at local and national forays, Morel Tales highlights
the extensive range of meanings that mushrooms have for mushroomers. Fine details how mushroomerstalk
about their finds--turning their experiences into "fish stories" (the one that got away), war stories, and
treasure tales; how mushroomers routinely joke about dying from or killing others with misidentified
mushrooms, and how this dark humor contributes to the sense of community among collectors. He also
describes the sometimes friendly, sometimes tense rel ations between amateur mushroom collectors and
professional mycologists. Fine extends his argument to show that the elaboration of cultural meanings found
among mushroom collectorsis equally applicable to birders, butterfly collectors, rock hounds, and other
naturalists.
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From reader reviews:
Blair Kennedy:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your limited timeto read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be learn. Morel Tales can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra
time problems.

Kevin Gans:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Morel Taleswhichis
obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Byron Angle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading is very
important and also book asto be the issue. Book isimportant thing to include you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagraMorel
Tales.

Howard Benedict:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose the book Morel Tales to make your own reading is interesting.

Y our own personal skill of reading talent is devel oping when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book
to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It isto be first
opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the book Morel Tales can to be your
new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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