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When it was first published in France in 1961 as Folie et Déraison: Histoire de la Folie a I'age Classique,
few had heard of athirty-four year old philosopher by the name of Michel Foucault. By the time an abridged
English edition was published in 1967 as Madness and Civilization, Michel Foucault had shaken the
intellectual world.

Thistranglation is the first English edition of the complete French texts of the first and second edition,
including all prefaces and appendices, some of them unavailable in the existing French edition.

History of Madness begins in the Middle Ages with vivid descriptions of the exclusion and confinement of
lepers. Why, Foucault asks, when the leper houses were emptied at the end of the Middle Ages, were they

turned into places of confinement for the mad? Why, within the space of several monthsin 1656, was one

out of every hundred people in Paris confined?

Shifting brilliantly from Descartes and early Enlightenment thought to the founding of the Hépital Général in
Paris and the work of early psychiatrists Philippe Pinel and Samuel Tuke, Foucault focuses throughout, not
only on scientific and medical analyses of madness, but also on the philosophical and cultural values
attached to the mad. He also urges us to recognize the creative and liberating forces that madness represents,
brilliantly drawing on examples from Goya, Nietzsche, Van Gogh and Artaud.

The History of Madnessis an inspiring and classic work that challenges us to understand madness, reason
and power and the forces that shape them.
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From reader reviews:
Vincent Baker:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a
whileisreading. Y eah, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular
History of Madness book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Sheila Carter:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But aso they write about
the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays alwaystry to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them isthis
History of Madness.

Josette Roscoe:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like History of Madness
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Donald Mobley:

Baook is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book History of Madness we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with
your aim. Don't aways be doubt to change your life at this book History of Madness. Y ou can more
desirable than now.
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