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The story of the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan is well known: the expansionist Communists
overwhelmed a poor country as a means of reaching a warm-water port on the Persian Gulf. Afghan
mujahideen upset their plans, holding on with little more than natural fighting skills, until CIA agents came
to the rescue with American arms. Humiliated in battle, the Soviets hastily retreated. It is a great story-but it
never happened.

In this brilliant, myth-busting account, Rodric Braithwaite, the former British ambassador to Moscow,
challenges much of what we know about the Soviets in Afghanistan. He provides an inside look at this little-
understood episode, using first-hand accounts and piercing analysis to show the war as it was fought and
experienced by the Russians. The invasion was a defensive response to a chaotic situation in the Soviets'
immediate neighbor. They intended to establish a stable, friendly government, secure the major towns, and
train the police and armed forces before making a rapid exit. But the mission escalated, as did casualties.
Braithwaite does not paint the occupation as a Russian triumph. To the contrary, he illustrates the searing
effect of the brutal conflict on soldiers, their families, and the broader public, as returning veterans struggled
to regain their footing back home.

Now available in paperback, Braithwaite carries readers through these complex and momentous events,
capturing those violent and tragic days as no one has done before.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Ramsey:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Afgantsy: The Russians in Afghanistan 1979-89. Try to stumble through
book Afgantsy: The Russians in Afghanistan 1979-89 as your buddy. It means that it can to become your
friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by
the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Stephanie Knowles:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Afgantsy: The
Russians in Afghanistan 1979-89? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have different opinion?

Leslie Mickle:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Afgantsy: The Russians in Afghanistan 1979-89 book is readable by simply
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with
Afgantsy: The Russians in Afghanistan 1979-89 content conveys prospect easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you even now
thinking Afgantsy: The Russians in Afghanistan 1979-89 is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Jon Pittenger:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this Afgantsy:
The Russians in Afghanistan 1979-89.
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