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Can philanthropy alleviate inequality? Do antipoverty programs work on the ground? In this eye-opening
analysis, Erica Kohl-Arenas bores deeply into how these issues play out in California’s Central Valley,
which is one of the wealthiest agricultural production regions in the world and also home to the poorest
people in the United States.

Through the lens of a provocative set of case studies, The Self-Help Myth reveals how philanthropy
maintains systems of inequality by attracting attention to the behavior of poor people while shifting the focus
away from structural inequities and relationships of power that produce poverty. In Fresno County, for
example, which has a $5.6 billion-plus agricultural industry, migrant farm workers depend heavily on food
banks, religious organizations, and family networks to feed and clothe their families. Foundation
professionals espouse well-intentioned, hopeful strategies to improve the lives of the poor. These strategies
contain specific ideas—in philanthropy terminology, “theories of change”— that rely on traditional
American ideals of individualism and hard work, such as self-help, civic participation, and mutual
prosperity. But when used in partnership with well-defined limits around what foundations will and will not
fund, these ideals become fuzzy concepts promoting professional and institutional behaviors that leave
relationships of poverty and inequality untouched.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Harrison:

The book The Self-Help Myth: How Philanthropy Fails to Alleviate Poverty (POVERTY, INTERRUPTED)
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing
like a book The Self-Help Myth: How Philanthropy Fails to Alleviate Poverty (POVERTY,
INTERRUPTED)? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The
Self-Help Myth: How Philanthropy Fails to Alleviate Poverty (POVERTY, INTERRUPTED) has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by
available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Marvin Murphy:

The reason why? Because this The Self-Help Myth: How Philanthropy Fails to Alleviate Poverty
(POVERTY, INTERRUPTED) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap
that but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author
who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such
as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that
book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Junior Price:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended for you is The Self-Help Myth: How Philanthropy Fails to Alleviate Poverty
(POVERTY, INTERRUPTED) this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now.
This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it
is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Betty Neal:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication The Self-Help Myth: How Philanthropy Fails to Alleviate



Poverty (POVERTY, INTERRUPTED) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern
era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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