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The Joy of Life investigates the significance of theidyllic in French painting from the early 1890sto World
War |, considering afascinating series of pastoral, mythic, and utopian landscapes. Responding to rapid
artistic and social shiftsin this period, French artists shaped a dreamlike imagery of mythic community,
individual fantasy, and sensual joie de vivre in the midst of mass society. This beautifully illustrated study
focuses on three exemplary imaginings of idyll: Puvis de Chavannes's decoration for the Paris Hotel de Ville,
L'éé, of 1891, Paul Signac's anarchist Au temps d'harmonie of 1895, and Henri Matisse's fauve Bonheur de
vivre of 1905-6, each a monumental and ambitious work exhibited publicly in Paris.

Werth weaves together complex analyses of these paintings and others by Manet, Gauguin, Seurat, Cézanne,
and less well known artists with a consideration of their critical reception, literary parallels, and the socia
and cultural milieu. She moves deftly from artistic concerns with tradition and avant-gardism, decoration and
social art, composition and figuration to contemporary debates over human origins and social organization,
collective consciousness and individual subjectivity, the fragmentation of history and anticipations of the
future. Exploring the preoccupation of the turn-of-the-century imagination with time and memory,
nationalism and colonialism, and competing constructions of national, racial, and gender identity, Werth
analyzes the contributions of writers as diverse as Baudelaire, Durkheim, Bergson, Kropotkin, Morris,
Nietzsche, Mallarmé, and Freud.

Successfully integrating art history and close visual analysis with literary and social history and

psychoanalytic interpretation, The Joy of Lifeisarich interdisciplinary work that makes aremarkable
contribution to our understanding of modernism one hundred years ago.
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From reader reviews:
Leigh Grayer:

The book The Joy of Life: The ldyllic in French Art, circa 1900 can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book The Joy of Life: The ldyllicin
French Art, circa 19007 A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
datathat you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Joy of Life:
The ldyllic in French Art, circa 1900 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for
you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Dan Fry:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. Y eah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other
ishigh. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Joy of Life: The
Idyllic in French Art, circa 1900 book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Harriette Corwin:

This The Joy of Life: Theldyllic in French Art, circa 1900 are generally reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason of this The Joy of Life: The Idyllic in French Art, circa
1900 can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just ssimple looking at food
but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditionsin e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this The Joy of Life: The Idyllic in French Art, circa 1900 giving you an enormous of experience such as
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Juan Turgeon:

The Joy of Life: The ldyllic in French Art, circa 1900 can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All
of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Joy of Life: The
Idyllic in French Art, circa 1900 although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucia pondering.
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