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Humans are awesome. Our brains are gigantic, seven times larger than they should be for the size of our
bodies. The human brain uses 25% of all the energy the body requires each day. And it became enormous in
a very short amount of time in evolution, allowing us to leave our cousins, the great apes, behind. So the
human brain is special, right? Wrong, according to Suzana Herculano-Houzel. Humans have developed
cognitive abilities that outstrip those of all other animals, but not because we are evolutionary outliers. The
human brain was not singled out to become amazing in its own exclusive way, and it never stopped being a
primate brain. If we are not an exception to the rules of evolution, then what is the source of the human
advantage?

Herculano-Houzel shows that it is not the size of our brain that matters but the fact that we have more
neurons in the cerebral cortex than any other animal, thanks to our ancestors' invention, some 1.5 million
years ago, of a more efficient way to obtain calories: cooking. Because we are primates, ingesting more
calories in less time made possible the rapid acquisition of a huge number of neurons in the still fairly small
cerebral cortex -- the part of the brain responsible for finding patterns, reasoning, developing technology, and
passing it on through culture.

Herculano-Houzel shows us how she came to these conclusions -- making "brain soup" to determine the
number of neurons in the brain, for example, and bringing animal brains in a suitcase through customs. The
Human Advantage is an engaging and original look at how we became remarkable without ever being
special.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Lefevre:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Human Advantage: A New
Understanding of How Our Brain Became Remarkable (MIT Press). All type of book is it possible to see on
many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Mark Vandyke:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Human Advantage: A New Understanding of How
Our Brain Became Remarkable (MIT Press) as the daily resource information.

Henry Perry:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Human Advantage: A New Understanding of How Our Brain Became Remarkable (MIT Press) your mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can
be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The The Human Advantage: A New
Understanding of How Our Brain Became Remarkable (MIT Press) giving you one more experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Patricia Beall:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books
in the top listing in your reading list is definitely The Human Advantage: A New Understanding of How Our
Brain Became Remarkable (MIT Press). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get
you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many



advantages.
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