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Questions about the nature of law, its relationship with custom, and the distinctive form of legal rules,
categories, and reasoning, are placed at the centre of this introduction to the anthropology of law. It brings
empirical scholarship within the scope of legal philosophy, while suggesting new avenues of inquiry for the
anthropologist.

Going beyond the functional and instrumental aspects of law that underlie traditional ethnographic studies of
order and conflict resolution, The Anthropology of Law considers contemporary debates on human rights
and new forms of property, but also delves into the rich corpus of texts and codes studied by legal historians,
classicists, and orientalist scholars. Studies of the great legal systems of ancient China, India, and the Islamic
world, unjustly neglected by anthropologists, are examined alongside forms of law created on their
peripheries. The coutumes of medieval Europe, the codes drawn up by tribal groups in Tibet and the Yemen,
village laws on both sides of the Mediterranean, and the intricate codes of saga in Iceland provide rich
empirical detail for the author's analysis of the cross-cultural importance of the form of law, as text or rule,
and the relative marginality of its functions as an instrument of government or foundation of social order.
Carefully-selected examples shed new light upon the interrelations and distinctions between law, custom,
and justice. Gradually an argument unfolds concerning the tensions between legalistic thought and argument,
and the ideological or aspirational claims to embody justice, morality, and religious truth which lie at the
heart of what we think of as law.
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From reader reviews:

Pauline Bardwell:

Often the book Anthropology of Law (Clarendon Law) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Donna Moore:

Why? Because this Anthropology of Law (Clarendon Law) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than
the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want
to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Kent Walker:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Anthropology of Law (Clarendon Law) can
make you really feel more interested to read.

Rafael Perez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Anthropology of Law (Clarendon Law).
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