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The cultural and material legacies of the Roman Republic and Empire in evidence throughout Rome have
made it the "Eternal City." Too often, however, this patrimony has caused Rome to be seen as static and
antique, insulated from the transformations of the modern world. In Excavating Modernity, Joshua Arthurs
dramatically revises this perception, arguing that as both place and idea, Rome was strongly shaped by a
radical vision of modernity imposed by Mussolini's regime between the two world wars.

Italian Fascism's appropriation of the Roman past-the idea of Rome, or romanità- encapsulated the Fascist
virtues of discipline, hierarchy, and order; the Fascist "new man" was modeled on the Roman legionary, the
epitome of the virile citizen-soldier. This vision of modernity also transcended Italy's borders, with the
Roman Empire providing a foundation for Fascism's own vision of Mediterranean domination and a
European New Order. At the same time, romanità also served as a vocabulary of anxiety about modernity.
Fears of population decline, racial degeneration and revolution were mapped onto the barbarian invasions
and the fall of Rome. Offering a critical assessment of romanità and its effects, Arthurs explores the ways in
which academics, officials, and ideologues approached Rome not as a site of distant glories but as a blueprint
for contemporary life, a source of dynamic values to shape the present and future.
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From reader reviews:

Jaclyn Davis:

This Excavating Modernity: The Roman Past in Fascist Italy book is not really ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you
will get. This specific Excavating Modernity: The Roman Past in Fascist Italy without we understand teach
the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry
Excavating Modernity: The Roman Past in Fascist Italy can bring when you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Excavating Modernity: The Roman Past in Fascist Italy having great arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Corey Smith:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot
of new details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
various ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person
more imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that
you imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this Excavating Modernity: The Roman Past in Fascist Italy, it is possible to tells your
family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a publication.

Jessica Wilson:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is Excavating Modernity: The Roman Past in Fascist Italy.

Debera Jessie:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide
that need more time to be learn. Excavating Modernity: The Roman Past in Fascist Italy can be your answer
given it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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