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Originally published in France and long sought in English translation, Jean-Paul Gabilliet's Of Comics and
Men: A Cultural History of American Comic Books documents the rise and development of the American
comic book industry from the 1930s to the present. The book intertwines aesthetic issues and critical
biographies with the concerns of production, distribution, and audience reception, making it one of the few
interdisciplinary studies of the art form. A thorough introduction by translators and comics scholars Bart
Beaty and Nick Nguyen brings the book up to date with explorations of the latest innovations, particularly
the graphic novel.

The book is organized into three sections: a concise history of the evolution of the comic book form in
America; an overview of the distribution and consumption of American comic books, detailing specific
controversies such as the creation of the Comics Code in the mid-1950s; and the problematic legitimization
of the form that has occurred recently within the academy and in popular discourse.

Viewing comic books from a variety of theoretical lenses, Gabilliet shows how seemingly disparate issues--
creation, production, and reception--are in fact connected in ways that are not necessarily true of other art
forms. Analyzing examples from a variety of genres, this book provides a thorough landmark overview of
American comic books that sheds new light on this versatile art form.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Saunders:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also
they write about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One
of them is this Of Comics and Men: A Cultural History of American Comic Books.

Jeff Cunningham:

The actual book Of Comics and Men: A Cultural History of American Comic Books has a lot associated
with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very
famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Nicholas Williams:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Of Comics and Men: A Cultural History of American Comic Books your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Of Comics and Men: A Cultural History of American
Comic Books giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Kendrick Hardee:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Of Comics and Men: A Cultural History of
American Comic Books was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Of Comics
and Men: A Cultural History of American Comic Books has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try
to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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