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What are the fundamental determinants of economic growth and development? The question is of much
more than academic interest in aworld where billions of people continue to live at the margins of
subsistence. Y et experts advice to poor countries has been al over the map. During the heyday of the
"Washington Consensus,” the primary emphasis was on implementing a particular menu of policy changes.
More recently, economists have been placing greater stress on the role of institutions -- in particular, the rule
of law, protection of property rights, and other limits on government power. Less widely discussed is a more
controversial proposition: culture -- basic norms and values -- holds the key to a country's development
prospects. The linkage between culture and economic progress was most famously explored by Max Weber,
but in contemporary debates there has been a decided reluctance to "blame the victim" or to declare that
some cultures are "better” than others. In thisissue we examine how much culture matters -- and how
culture, institutions, and policies interact and mutually influence each other to shape countries' economic
destinies.

Lawrence E. Harrison, author of The Central Liberal Truth, and co-editor, with Samuel Huntington, of
Culture Matters: How Values Shape Human Progress, will lead off the discussion with an overview of
studies on the effects of culture on growth around the world. Replies will follow from UC Davis economist
Gregory Clark, author of the forthcoming A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the World;
George Mason economist Peter J. Boettke, author of Calculation and Coordination: Essays on Socialism and
Transitional Poalitical Economy; and Harvard economist James A. Robinson, co-author of, with Daron
Acemoglu, Economic Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy.
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From reader reviews:
Marc Gaul:

This How Much Does Culture Matter? (Cato Unbound Book 122006) are usually reliable for you who want
to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this How Much Does Culture Matter? (Cato
Unbound Book 122006) can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this How Much Does Culture Matter? (Cato Unbound Book 122006) forcing
you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that werealize it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it appreciate reading.

Maria Asbury:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be examine. How Much Does Culture Matter? (Cato Unbound Book
122006) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

EdnaMcArdle

Beside that How Much Does Culture Matter? (Cato Unbound Book 122006) in your phone, it could give you
away to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got hereis
fresh in the oven so don't aways be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have How Much Does Culture Matter? (Cato Unbound Book 122006) because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have thisinside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
guestionable, like treasuring beautiful isand. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book aswell as
read it from today!

Kirk Nutter:

Baook is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to year. Aswe know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book How Much Does Culture Matter? (Cato Unbound Book 122006) we can get more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose
the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book
How Much Does Culture Matter? (Cato Unbound Book 122006). Y ou can more appealing than now.
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