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The horrific series of conflicts known as the Thirty Years War (1618-48) tore the heart out of Europe, killing
perhaps a quarter of all Germans and laying waste to whole areas of Central Europe to such a degree that
many towns and regions never recovered. All the major European powers apart from Russia were heavily
involved and, while each country started out with rational war aims, the fighting rapidly spiralled out of
control, with great battles giving way to marauding bands of starving soldiers spreading plague and murder.
The war was both a religious and a political one and it was this tangle of motives that made it impossible to
stop. Whether motivated by idealism or cynicism, everyone drawn into the conflict was destroyed by it. At
its end a recognizably modern Europe had been created but at a terrible price.

Peter Wilson's book is a major work, the first new history of the war in a generation, and a fascinating,
brilliantly written attempt to explain a compelling series of events. Wilson's great strength is in allowing the
reader to understand the tragedy of mixed motives that allowed rulers to gamble their countries' future with
such horrifying results. The principal actors in the drama (Wallenstein, Ferdinand II, Gustavus Adolphus,
Richelieu) are all here, but so is the experience of the ordinary soldiers and civilians, desperately trying to
stay alive under impossible circumstances.

The extraordinary narrative of the war haunted Europe's leaders into the twentieth century (comparisons with
1939-45 were entirely appropriate) and modern Europe cannot be understood without reference to this
dreadful conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Ammons:

This Europe's Tragedy: A New History of the Thirty Years War are generally reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Europe's Tragedy: A New History of the Thirty
Years War can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Europe's Tragedy: A New History of the Thirty Years War forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful
in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Carlos Mendoza:

This book untitled Europe's Tragedy: A New History of the Thirty Years War to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Jose Said:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Europe's Tragedy: A New History of the Thirty Years War can make
you experience more interested to read.

Lisa Phelps:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the Europe's Tragedy: A New History of the Thirty Years War when you necessary it?
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