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Explores the resources for contemporary ethics found in the work of the Cheng brothers, canonical neo-
Confucian philosophers.

Yong Huang presents a new way of doing comparative philosophy as he demonstrates the resources for
contemporary ethics offered by the Cheng brothers, Cheng Hao (1032–1085) and Cheng Yi (1033–1107),
canonical neo-Confucian philosophers. Huang departs from the standard method of Chinese/Western
comparison, which tends to interest those already interested in Chinese philosophy. While Western-oriented
scholars may be excited to learn about Chinese philosophers who have said things similar to what they or
their favored philosophers have to say, they hardly find anything philosophically new from such comparative
work. Instead of comparing and contrasting philosophers, each chapter of this book discusses a significant
topic in Western moral philosophy, examines the representative views on this topic in the Western tradition,
identifies their respective difficulties, and discusses how the Cheng brothers have better things to say on the
subject. Topics discussed include why one should be moral, how weakness of will is not possible, whether
virtue ethics is self-centered, in what sense the political is also personal, how a moral theory can be of an
antitheoretical nature, and whether moral metaphysics is still possible in this postmodern and
postmetaphysical age.

“This book presents the philosophical ideas of the Cheng brothers intelligently, convincingly, and
powerfully. It is among the best books ever written on the Cheng brothers, including works in the Chinese
language.” — Kam-por Yu, coeditor of Taking Confucian Ethics Seriously: Contemporary Theories and
Applications
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From reader reviews:

Beverly McGahey:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this Why Be Moral?: Learning from the
Neo-Confucian Cheng Brothers (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) book as beginner and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Nellie Davis:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Why Be Moral?: Learning from the Neo-
Confucian Cheng Brothers (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) book because book offers you
rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Neil Calvert:

The book untitled Why Be Moral?: Learning from the Neo-Confucian Cheng Brothers (SUNY series in
Chinese Philosophy and Culture) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with
easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period
of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you
can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Irvin Ashbaugh:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Why Be Moral?: Learning
from the Neo-Confucian Cheng Brothers (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) which is keeping
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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