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"Charles Van Doren has laid a feast before all of us that is irresistible." -Mortimer J. Adler

This engaging love letter to reading follows the great authors and classics that transformed the world: from
Aristotle and Herodotus in ancient Greece to Salinger and Heinlein in 20th century America. Like a
professor whose enthusiasm enwraps his students, Van Doren explains what's wonderful in the books you've
missed and awakens your desire to reopen the books you already know.

Divided chronologically by the periods in which these classics were written, each book is put in its historical
context and brought to life by Van Doren's brilliant analysis. The Joy of Reading delves into a wide range of
genres-fiction, poetry, drama, children's books, philosophy, history and science. This is the one book that
brings together everything you need to know about the classics you missed and ignites your passion to read
and reread the greatest books the world has ever known.

This book is the fruit of a lifelong love affair. Reading, I believe, is my favorite thing to do; books and I have
been inseparable almost as long as I can remember ... To this day, I become distressed if I am anywhere
without a book, a magazine, a newspaper, any scrap of paper to read .... I like the smell of books, certainly
the feel of them. Life without books would be, for me, a vacant horror."
-Charles Van Doren

"Nothing recommends the joy of reading better than the communication of it by a person who has spent a
lifetime enriched by the delights of reading. Charles Van Doren is that kind of reader. He has laid a feast
before us that is irresistible."
-Mortimer J. Adler, author of How to Read a Book

"Mr. Van Doren is that rarity, a truly well read man who reads not for professional purposes but for pleasure.
His book spurs us on to explore more deeply and joyfully the infinitely varied terrain of good books."
-Clifton Fadiman, author of The New Lifetime Reading Plan: The Classical Guide to World Literature
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The Joy of Reading: A Passionate Guide to 189 of the World's Best Authors
and Their Works book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to provide to you. The writer connected with The Joy of Reading: A Passionate Guide to 189 of the
World's Best Authors and Their Works content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you continue to
thinking The Joy of Reading: A Passionate Guide to 189 of the World's Best Authors and Their Works is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Tonia Lee:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take The Joy of Reading: A Passionate Guide to 189 of the World's Best
Authors and Their Works as your daily resource information.

Virginia Hause:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Joy of
Reading: A Passionate Guide to 189 of the World's Best Authors and Their Works, you are able to tells your
family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Ora Orozco:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Joy of Reading: A
Passionate Guide to 189 of the World's Best Authors and Their Works as well as others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science



book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to add their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Joy of Reading: A Passionate
Guide to 189 of the World's Best Authors and Their Works to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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