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Carl Schmitt ranks among the most original and controversial political thinkers of the twentieth century. His
incisive criticisms of Enlightenment political thought and liberal political practice remain as shocking and
significant today as when they first appeared in Weimar Germany. Unavailable in English until now,
Legality and Legitimacy was composed in 1932, in the midst of the crisis that would lead to the collapse of
the Weimar Republic and only a matter of months before Schmitt’s collaboration with the Nazis. In this
important work, Schmitt questions the political viability of liberal constitutionalism, parliamentary
government, and the rule of law. Liberal governments, he argues, cannot respond effectively to challenges by
radical groups like the Nazis or Communists. Only a presidential regime subject to few, if any, practical
limitations can ensure domestic security in a highly pluralistic society.

Legality and Legitimacy is sure to provide a compelling reference point in contemporary debates over the
challenges facing constitutional democracies today. In addition to Jeffrey Seitzer’s translation of the 1932
text itself, this volume contains his translation of Schmitt’s 1958 commentary on the work, extensive
explanatory notes, and an appendix including selected articles of the Weimar constitution. John P.
McCormick’s introduction places Legality and Legitimacy in its historical context, clarifies some of the
intricacies of the argument, and ultimately contests Schmitt’s claims regarding the inherent weakness of
parliamentarism, constitutionalism, and the rule of law.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Hegland:

The book Legality and Legitimacy can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Legality and Legitimacy? Several of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Legality and Legitimacy has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Carl White:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Legality and Legitimacy ended up being
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The book Legality and Legitimacy is not only giving you more new information but also
to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship with the book Legality and Legitimacy. You never experience lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Leona Hicks:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Legality and Legitimacy that
give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over
the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you are able to pick Legality and Legitimacy become your current starter.

Patrick Garcia:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be read. Legality
and Legitimacy can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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