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In the history of the American frontier, John Sutter (1803–1880) looms large. A Swiss expatriate who
attempted to create a personal empire in California’s Sacramento Valley, he founded New Helvetia, a
cosmopolitan settlement whose economy depended on Indian slaves and free laborers. New Helvetia drew
overland immigrants to California in the 1840s and then—after gold was discovered by Sutter’s
employees—a flood of fortune seekers. Sutter was poised to become one of the richest men in the West, but
rapacious settlers and his own poor business sense sent his dreams crashing.

Albert L. Hurtado has written the definitive biography of Sutter, mining a wealth of sources to create the first
fully documented account of the man and his times. John Sutter explores Sutter’s life in the broader context
of America’s rush for westward expansion while plumbing the inner dynamics of this erstwhile empire-
builder.

Sutter was a quintessential outsider driven by anxiety over status—a man of talent, vision, and heroic
ambitions who nevertheless became the victim of his own inadequacies as a businessman and his inability to
adjust to a rapidly changing frontier. Sutter was full of contradictions. While building a reputation as a
humanitarian friend of destitute immigrants, he callously exploited Indians. Nevertheless, this penniless
dreamer became one of the most important men in California and a major player in the American conquest of
the West.
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From reader reviews:

James Shaw:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed John Sutter: A Life on
the North American Frontier? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
some other opinion?

William Nelson:

John Sutter: A Life on the North American Frontier can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing John Sutter: A Life on the
North American Frontier yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial contemplating.

Evan Miller:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be John Sutter: A Life on the North American
Frontier why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Heather Bly:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this John Sutter: A Life on the North American Frontier can make you feel more
interested to read.
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