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What is jihad? Does it mean violence, as many non-Muslims assume? Or does it mean peace, as some
Muslims insist? Because jihad is closely associated with the early spread of Islam, today's debate about the
origin and meaning of jihad is nothing less than a struggle over Islam itself. In Jihad in Islamic History,
Michael Bonner provides the first study in English that focuses on the early history of jihad, shedding much-
needed light on the most recent controversies over jihad.

To some, jihad is the essence of radical Islamist ideology, a synonym for terrorism, and even proof of Islam's
innate violence. To others, jihad means a peaceful, individual, and internal spiritual striving. Bonner,
however, shows that those who argue that jihad means only violence or only peace are both wrong. Jihad is a
complex set of doctrines and practices that have changed over time and continue to evolve today. The
Quran's messages about fighting and jihad are inseparable from its requirements of generosity and care for
the poor. Jihad has often been a constructive and creative force, the key to building new Islamic societies and
states. Jihad has regulated relations between Muslims and non-Muslims, in peace as well as in war. And
while today's "jihadists" are in some ways following the "classical" jihad tradition, they have in other ways
completely broken with it.

Written for general readers who want to understand jihad and its controversies, Jihad in Islamic History will
also interest specialists because of its original arguments.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Rutledge:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines and Practice. Try to the actual book Jihad
in Islamic History: Doctrines and Practice as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you really
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case.
The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Lyle Morales:

This Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines and Practice is great book for you because the content which can be
full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines and Practice in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info
in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but
this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
which?

Kurt Bohnert:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines and Practice. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking
upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

David Baker:

You may get this Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines and Practice by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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