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When Louis XVI presented Benjamin Franklin with a snuff box encrusted with diamonds and inset with the
King’s portrait, the gift troubled Americans: it threatened to “corrupt” Franklin by clouding his judgment or
altering his attitude toward the French in subtle psychological ways. This broad understanding of political
corruption?rooted in ideals of civic virtue?was a driving force at the Constitutional Convention.

For two centuries the framers’ ideas about corruption flourished in the courts, even in the absence of clear
rules governing voters, civil officers, and elected officials. Should a law that was passed by a state legislature
be overturned because half of its members were bribed? What kinds of lobbying activity were corrupt, and
what kinds were legal? When does an implicit promise count as bribery? In the 1970s the U.S. Supreme
Court began to narrow the definition of corruption, and the meaning has since changed dramatically. No case
makes that clearer than Citizens United.

In 2010, one of the most consequential Court decisions in American political history gave wealthy
corporations the right to spend unlimited money to influence elections. Justice Anthony Kennedy's majority
opinion treated corruption as nothing more than explicit bribery, a narrow conception later echoed by Chief
Justice Roberts in deciding McCutcheon v. FEC in 2014. With unlimited spending transforming American
politics for the worse, warns Zephyr Teachout, Citizens United and McCutcheon were not just bad law but
bad history. If the American experiment in self-government is to have a future, then we must revive the
traditional meaning of corruption and embrace an old ideal.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Wilkerson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Corruption in America: From Benjamin Franklin's Snuff Box to
Citizens United.

Catherine Rubio:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Corruption in America: From
Benjamin Franklin's Snuff Box to Citizens United book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

David Stephenson:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Corruption in America: From Benjamin Franklin's Snuff Box to
Citizens United book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here
are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to deliver to you. The writer of Corruption in America: From Benjamin Franklin's Snuff Box to
Citizens United content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Corruption in
America: From Benjamin Franklin's Snuff Box to Citizens United is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Mary McDonald:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer might be Corruption in America: From Benjamin Franklin's Snuff Box to
Citizens United why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th



sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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